DISTRICT ATTORNEY
KiNGs COUNTY
B0 JAY STREET
BEROCKLY™, MY 11200 -2908
(THE) 250-2000
AW BROOIE LY MDA ORG

Kenneth P. Thompson
Diistrict Attormey

Mavy 2, 2016

COMMUNITY PARTNER IN JUSTICE NOTIFICATION

Brooklyn District Attorney Moves to Vacate 20 Wrongful Conviction
Paunl Gatling, 31-Years-0ld. Was Convicted of Murder in 1964

Erooklyn District Attermney Ken Thompson amnounced todzy that as 2 result of 2 therough
mvestigation by his Conviction Eeview Unit, he moves to vacate 2 murder conviction agzimst
Paul Gatling, 81, who pleaded guilty during trizl over fifty vears age m 1964 to escape 2 possible
death penalty.

In the evenmg of October 15, 1963, police officers responded to 2 report that 2 men had been
mutdered inside of hiz Crown Heights home. The officers discovered the wictim, a local painter
and sculptor, to have been killed by 2 gunshot wound to the chest. The victim’s pregnant wife
and two children were present during the time of the shooting.

One month later, Paul Gatling became a suspect after detectives questionsd another man over the
course of several days, and he clzimed to have seen Gatling i the vicinity of the buildng whers
the murder tock place. Gatlmg’s conwviction was based heawily on unrelizhle eyewimess
testmeny, mcluding from one wimess who was Inown to have committed  perjury previously.

The Conviction Beview Unit determined that the defendant was deprived of his right to 2 fair
trizl based on seversl issues: suggestive mnd compromized identification procedures amd the
failure to provide the defense with key police reports, mcluding a description of the shooter as
being around 17 to 20 years old and the prior perjury by a key wimess. No physical evidence
linksd Gafling to the murder.

District Attorney Thempson szid, “Paul Gatling repeatedly proclzimed his mnocence even as he
faced the death penslty back i the 60s. He was pressured to plead guity and, sadly, did not
receive 2 fair trisl. Today, 32 wears later, he will be given back his good name and receive justice
here m Brocklyn, where he onee called home ™



