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COMMUNITY PARTNER IN JUSTICE NOTIFICATION

Brooklyn District Attorney Announces Creation of First Young Adult Court
in New York State and Dedicated Team of Prosecutors to Keep Young People
Out of the Criminal Justice System

Brooklyn District Attornew Ken Thompson announcad today the creation of a Young Adult
Burzan that will operata in the newlv-formad Brooklyn Young Adult Court. The naw spacialized
court—thea firstin New York 3tate and only the second one anvwhers alsa in tha country — will
handls misdsmsanor casas of voung peopls betwean the ages 16 and 24.

Youngadults between the ages of 18-24-vears-old comprise only 10% of the population in the
U.8., but account for almeost 30% of criminal arrasts. Thew are more likelv to ba sent to prison for
violant and proparty crimes than anv other ags group, and have the highest propensity of ra-
arrast and return to prison than any other ags group. They arz also victims of erimes twics the
rata of the general population and face mors severs conseguences from comviction and
incarceration, such as problems in securing smplovment, sducation and housing.

This new Brooklyn Young Adult Court is designed to kesp woung peopls in Brooklvn from
antaring the eriminal justics swstem. In the appropriats casas, this court will provida aligibla
voung offanders with alternativas to incarceration and servicas tailorad to their specific nsads,
including counssling, drug treatment, anger managsment and assistance with obtaining their
GED.

Distriet Attorney Thompson said, “Youngadult offandsrs who sntar the eriminal justics system
are at a highar risk of re-offending after baing incarcerated. Manv raturn to our socisty, not
rahabilitatad, but as hardsned criminals. Eacognizing that, our Office, in partmership with the
Cantar for Court Innovation, applisd for a grant from the Dapartmeant of Justica and creatad a
specializad Brooklyn Young Adult Bursau that will offer voung misdemeanor offenders, who
may be facing incarceration, the appropriatz help and services they mav needto help s=t them on
tha right path, avoid a prison sentence and live productive livas.”



